j6                            Viscount Halifax

this occasion as on that, Halifax was darkly suspicious that
though the hand was the hand of Printing House Square, the
voice was that of Westminster.

This new- rebuff drove him as near to despair as his nature
allowed.

Nothing can alter the deplorable impression that has been pro-
duced [he wrote to Portal]. The Cardinal has certainly brought
off his coup, and the Pope has aided him well. In fact, my dear
friend, for the moment, it is all up with us here and there is nothing
more to be done.76

The Abbe was much more hopeful. The Encyclical, he re-
plied, separated from the Cardinal's comments, was by no
means so discouraging as Halifax feared. 'Call a meeting,' he
demanded; *I will come and speak at it. "What I shall say can be
published from the housetops; but circumstances will give to
my words a character which will invest them with import-
ance.'77

The Abbe was as good as his promise. He arrived in London
on July i sth and addressed next day a gathering of clergy and
others whom Halifax had collected to hear him. The text of his
speech, which was taken down and translated by Halifax him-
self, is given in Leo XHI and Anglican Orders.78 He spoke with a
simplicity, a generosity, and a passion for unity which deeply
moved his listeners. His commentary upon Satis Cognitum was
much more favourable than Cardinal Vaughan's had been, and
in advocating corporate Reunion as against the policy of indi-
vidual conversion, and in attributing the principal increase in
the numbers of English Roman Catholics to Irish immigration,
he gave mortal offence to Westminster. 'Cardinal Vaughan,
wrote Mr. Snead Cox, *read these words with indignation and
regret.*79 These emotions may have been accentuated by the
fact that a garbled version of Portal's speech was sent to the
Cardinal by someone present at the meeting.